
Roy M. & Phyllis Gough Huffington Center on Aging 
Biology of Aging Seminar 2018-2019 
Wednesdays, Noon-1:00 pm in Room N801 

                                                 denotes Wednesday in Cullen Auditorium 
                  denotes Wednesdays, Noon-1:00 pm in Room N315 
 

DATE PRESENTER HOST 

Oct. 17 

Huffington 30th Anniversary Symposium 
Roy M. Huffington Distinguished Lecture 

Shelley L. Berger, Ph.D. 
Daniel S. Och University Professor 

University of Pennsylvania 
Cell & Developmental Biology Department and the Genetics Department 

Perelman School of Medicine 

 

Oct. 24   

Oct. 31 

Andrey S. Tsvetkov, Ph.D. 
Assistant Professor  

Department of Neurobiology & Anatomy 
McGovern Medical School 

UT Health Science Center at Houston 
Houston, TX 

Title: Neuronal autophagy in aging and neurodegeneration 

Weiwei Dang 

   

Nov. 7 OPEN  

Nov. 14 Faculty Group Seminar: Wei Cao, Ph.D. 
Title: Type I Interferon-mediated Neuroinflammation in Alzheimer’s Disease 

 

Nov. 21 NO SEMINAR – THANKSGIVING WEEK  

Nov. 28 OPEN  

   

Dec. 5 

Zheng (Jake) Chen, Ph.D. 
Associate Professor 

Department of Biochemistry and Molecular Biology 
McGovern Medical School 

UT Health Science Center at Houston 
Houston, TX 

Title: Role of clock modifying compounds against disease and age-related decline 

Hui Zheng 

Dec. 12 

Christina Camell, Ph.D. 
Postdoctoral Fellow 

Department of Immunobiology  
Yale School of Medicine 

New Haven, CT 
Title: Tissue resident macrophages drive age-related adipose dysfunction 

Fred Pereira 

Dec. 19 Faculty Group Seminar: Weiwei Dang, Ph.D. 
Title: Budding yeast as a high-throughput platform for aging studies  

   
Jan. 2 OPEN  

Jan. 9 Faculty Group Seminar: Andre Catic, M.D., Ph.D.  

Jan. 16 

David C. Chan, M.D., Ph.D. 
Professor 

Division of Biology and Biological Engineering 
California Institute of Technology 

Pasadena, CA 
Title: Physiological functions of mitochondrial dynamics 

Meng Wang 

Jan. 23 

Brian M. Wasko, Ph.D. 
Assistant Professor 

Department of Biology and Biotechnology 
University of Houston – Clear Lake 

Houston, TX 
Title: Lysosomal Rusting and Aging 

Weiwei Dang 

Jan. 30 

Marco Colonna 
Department of Pathology & Immunology 

BJS Institute of Health 
Washington University School of Medicine 

St. Louis, MO 
Title: Innate immunity in neurodegeneration 

Hui Zheng 



   

Feb. 6 

Joseph C. Masdeu, M.D., Ph.D. 
Graham Family Distinguished Chair for Neurological Sciences 

Stanley H. Appel Department of Neurology 
Professor of Neurology, Institute for Academic Medicine 

Full Member, Research Institute 
Director, Nantz National Alzheimer Center 

Houston Methodist 
Weill Cornell Medical College 

Title: Biology of Tau in Human Neurodegeneration 

Wei Cao 

Feb. 13 OPEN  

Feb. 20 

Hartmut Geiger, Ph.D. 
Director, Institute for Molecular Medicine 

Universität Ulm 
Germany 

Title: Rejuvenation of hematopoietic stem cells and clinical implications 

Andre Catic 

Feb. 27 OPEN  

   

Mar. 6 Faculty Group Seminar: Ergun Sahin,  M.D., Ph.D. 
Title: Maintaining telomere integrity through NAD(+) and Sirtuins  

Mar. 13 

Rick Sifers, Ph.D. 
Professor 

Department of Pathology 
Baylor College of Medicine 

Title: Unexpected proteostasis network expansion in the secretory pathway of vertebrate cells 

 

Mar. 20 

Yuxiang Sun, M.D., Ph.D. 
Associate Professor 

Department of Nutrition and Food Science 
Texas A&M University 

College Station, TX 
Title: Ghrelin signaling in inflamm-aging and healthspan 

Wei Cao 

Mar. 27 

Robia Pautler, Ph.D. 
Associate Professor 

Molecular Physiology and Biophysics 
Baylor College of Medicine 

 

   

Apr. 3 OPEN  

Apr. 10 

Shawn Ahmed, Ph.D. 
Professor 

Departments of Genetics and Biology 
University of North Carolina 

Chapel Hill, NC 

Ergun Sahin 

Apr. 17 Faculty Group Seminar: Melanie Samuel, Ph.D.  

Apr. 24 

Louise D. McCullough, M.D., Ph.D. 
Professor and Roy M. and Phyllis Gough Huffington Distinguished Chair 

 Department of Neurology 
McGovern Medical School 

UT Health Science Center at Houston 

Wei Cao 

   

May 1 

Rajagopal Viswanath Sekhar, M.D., B.S. 
Associate Professor 

Department of Medicine – Endocrinology 
Baylor College of Medicine 

 

May 8 

Alexander Soukas, M.D., Ph.D. 
Assistant Professor of Medicine 

Harvard Medical School and Massachusetts General Hospital 
Boston, MA 

Meng Wang 

May 15 Faculty Group Seminar: Meng Wang, Ph.D.  

May 22 

Kartik Venkatachalam, Ph.D. 
Associate Professor 

Department of Integrative Biology and Pharmacology 
McGovern Medical School 

UT Health Science Center at Houston 

Melanie Samuel 

May 29 NOTE: N315 Not Available  
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